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MANAGING MIDDLE SCHOOL CLASSROOMS  Behavior Expectations

Identify

What are behavior expectations?

Behavior expectations are broad guidelines that remind students about the specific rules of 
behavior. 

How do I develop behavior expectations?

The first step is to identify specific behaviors you want to see in the classroom. List the 
behaviors in positive ways.

Why is it important to identify specific behavior in positive ways?

The way we frame directions has a powerful effect. Positive directions give clear, achievable 
goals. It is more effective to say “Be on time” than to say “Don’t be late.” Negative directions 
suggest non-compliance and do not motivate students to cooperate.


