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MANAGING MIDDLE SCHOOL CLASSROOMS  Behavior Expectations

Organize

Too many rules is not a good idea. Teaching a lot of rules is difficult. Learning them is difficult, too, 
especially for adolescents who constantly question and challenge rules.

First, you identified specific behaviors.

Now, organize them into 3-5 manageable categories that are easy to teach, learn and remember. 
These categories are called behavior expectations.  Here’s an example of 5 behavior expectations: 

Students are expected to be . . .

• On task
• Respectful
• Safe
• Orderly
• Prepared

Respect diversity and promote inclusiveness. 
Behavior expectations are intended for all students. Therefore, they need to work regardless of a 
student’s race, ethnicity, or social status. Behavior expectations also need to be equally relevant and 
applicable to students with varying physical and intellectual capabilities.


